.. _GRAY: When W& first met, you had alveady been
. involved in UFQ investigation for about 12 years.
Jut-at that time you had just bacome interested in
ihe Philadelphia Experiment about a year earlier,
How did you become interested in.this particular E
subject? . - -
. BILL: I first encountered the subject about )
1965 ‘Wiven I read the book, INVISIBLE HORIZONS, by &
Vincent Gaddis, The last chapter dealt with hw C
strange disappearances at sea during the 19th :
century. He also recounted rumors of the so- - .
called Philadelphia Experiment with the analogy -
that if this could be done artificially, it also N “
might happen naturally. A
- Frankly, I was quite skeptical about the . MM
- rumors, although I knew that at the basis of most .

any rumor one could find a kernel of truth, I had 1
:been kicking around the idea of doing a study on
‘how a rumor or hoax could be perpetrated from some

snall: element -of truth..... .

- GRAY: You're saying you thought it was a Aﬁ
hoax?
BILL: Absolutely. I planned to call my

‘8tudy "The Anatomy of a Hoax". The Philadelphia

Experiment would, I believed, make an excellent

subject. This, I thought, was a rumor that had

been blown up into a fantastic story that many

people believed. I wanted to find what few facts

were involved and then show how they had been
~ embellished. &

I didn't have an opportunity to actually do

anything with this idea right away. But during
the summer about five years ago, I was 8 ending a
leng, hot evening alone (my wife and family were
away}, and I didn't feel like going to bed at that
time and this particular subject came back to my
mind, I pulled out my files on the topic and began
to organize them, and that got me interested again. _
The more I investigated, however, the more I began T .
to be convinced that there was a great deal more T :
to it than met the eye at first glance, I still - ﬂw
wasn't convinced the rumor was true, but there _&§AF
seemed to be enough to it to go after it on grounds ﬁwawr
other than just trying to expose it. - i &w,gmw
.~ . GRAY: Those of us who have read your book &*

- know that you now believe it is not a hoax. Are
these agssumptions correct?

-~ BILLs I think all the book is saying is that . e
there is a very strong possibility that something % &wuu.
very much out of the ordinary occurred. : ~~ \@\V.
£ Indeed, there WAS such a ship:; there WAS an
- eXperiment; there WAS involvement by the Navy
and scientific people -- an organized project put
together for purposes perhaps somewhat different
from the actual results. Of this much I have no
doubt, - The question is, "What DID happen?" Defi-
nitely something strangs, something very, very
sirange, happened, anéd I think that part of the
problem of determining what actually happened
comes from the Iiklehood that those who were in-
volved with'it didn't know exactly what happened.:
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~  GRAY) Wnat were some of the first things
y6u wricovered that began to convince you it wasn't
hoax snd to get you really hot on the track?
BILL: 1 suppose some of the first things I
unocovered were not "things" at alll When I began
Pequesting documents from the military, govern-
sent archives, shipping lines and so on, one of
the first things to set me suspecting something

- was going on was not SOMETHING, but LACK of some-

sning, .
Documsnts for other ships which should have
veen there WERE there, but NOT for the U.S.S.
Eldridge, the ship allegedly involved in the exper-
iment. The log for the ship was not avallable
for three months dfter date of launch, the time
frame during which the experiment allegedly took
lace.
P People I tried to interview gave me reactions
which led me to believe they were witholding
information, For instance, if I were to dccost
an ordinary person on the street and ask him, "What
about this secret experiment you were involvad
#ith?® his immediate reaction likely woul< be,
"What's wrong with you? Are you out of your head?”

On the other hand, if you walk up to some
other person, ask the same question, and they back
away and say, "Well, wait a minutel! I can't talk
about that -- how did you find out I was involved
with it?" -- When you get that kind of response,
you begin to suspect, even more, that there WAS
something to it. And if you get that kind of re-
sponce from a number of people, and then put it
all together, this certainly gives you grounds to
nwm wcﬂﬂwou- o

The Witnesses

GRAY: Are you saying that you have run
across witnesses to the experiment and that they
can't talk because the information is classified?

BILL: When we talk about witnesses we need
to define the term. There really are iwo classes
of witnesses involved here. The news media and
the public first ask about the witneseses on board
ship, and that would be one classification of
witness. The second would be those¢ who were not
on board the ship, but those who were there --
those who may have witnessed the aexperiment but
who were not actually affected by it,

. Now, which of these two groups is most im-~
portant to us? The men on the ship-are NOT the
most important group. Firset of all, they were
only volunteers, They involved only a few Bail-
ors -- around 30 to 40 -- one source has it at 38.
These men were told only that some kind of experi-
ment would be carried out, and that their assign-
ment would be to move the ship from point X to
Point Y and back again. They were not told what
the expsriment would lnvolve, of the expected

© 7 results, and they certainly weren't prepared for
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. After all, this would make a mauwooéo%au if

R ovgcbbﬁ.ﬂ- even 1f we did find these

nen and questioned them, they would be unable to
tell-ull as much as we might at firat suppose --
ind certainly they couldn't tell us the complete
_8tory, Surely they could tell us of the horri-
fying results they experienced -- or maybe not
éven that much, - Por they were mentally gffected
by the electromagnetic field, whether temporarily
or permanently we aren't certain. .
-y - Today we know -- altho we didn't in 1943
- --.that electromagnetic enerfy in certain wave-
lengthe ecan indeed affect the mind in a variety .
of ways: Anything from a complete coma to ringing
in the ears. Remember, we were onto the Russians
2 year or 8o ago, when we suspected they were
beaming microwaves at our embassy in Moscow (but
then nothing more was heard about this -- we
probably were trying the same thing on them). In
fact a great deal of research is being dons on
this today. Of course, electromagnetic energy
in certain wavelengths can even cook things, for
example, the microwave oven.
. 4&s far as I can determine, two of the men
did not survive. Possibly more did not, but at
least two didn't come back when the ship returned
to visibility. Those who did survive were shipped
off to the Naval Hospital in Bethesda, Maryland,
and put under treatment for unspecified lengths
of time. T am told that only eight or nine were
finally discharged, and that these suffered from
mental Iincompetence -- or so it was alleged.

they did talk about the Exper ent, The Navy
could say, "Look, you're talking to a nut -- what
do you expect to get froma person like that?”

-~ I've got to some of these witnesses, second<

hand. That is, I've talked ao_wosmdone.ngv

to the actual persons. But within the.pst y

I've got to one of these men directly, And he has

- indicated he will come forward and tell his gtory

to me first-hand., . : o . ‘ .
. GRAY: You meanyou've personally ts Ked with _

" this witness? . \
- BILLs No, I've talked to a third party who

has promised to put me in touch with the witness.

. GRAYs And you will be able to speak with him

. face-to-face? :

BILL: I'm in the process of setting up a
meeting. This person went to his friend and said,
"I'm aware of thie book that is out, and I think
the story needs to be told. I don't want my name
involved, I'm afraid to come forth, but on the.

"~ other hand, it's been too long a8 it is and I have

%o get this out of my system. Set up the meeting
._.fwan_mwﬁwemwna#o‘uooncwm wonmmn_uQ PnsnﬁWﬁ% wm_

. not revealed to him."




Interview 4

I don't want to get my hopes too high on
this before the actual interview, for I don't
know if T will be dealing with a ‘bona fide witness

or a crackpot, I do know that the third party
-~ involved is wpm:p« reputable.

Anyhow, let's now go to the other side of
the coins the witnesses who were military and
scientific people involved with the project......

~"Dr. Reno"

GRAY: Are these the people you have written
about in the book?

BILL: Yes. But there was a problem here.

In order to print any information they gave us, we
were required keep them anonymous and guarantee
them the right to edit. So some of the best and
most pertinent information had to be taken out of
the manuscript because they would not allow it to
be printed for fear it would lead to their wam:dw:
fication,

One of these men procured the ship for the
Experiment, and he described the process of ob-
taining erm c S.S. Eldridge. He also was actually
there B time the Experiment was carried out.
ot allow us to print certain parts
of his statements.

. Another was a scientist who had been with the
project on and off from its very beginning and had
worked with the actual handwritten notes by Dr.
Einstein.

GRAY: Are we talking about "Dr. Reno"?

BILLs That's how the Allende letters identi-
fied him, but of course that was a pseudonym he
used., I've given him a more respectable pseudonym
in the book -- that of Dr, Rinehart.

Although he had been off the project for a
while before being brought back into it, he knew
a great deal about it. Like the other witness I
mentioned, he agreed to talk about it only with
the condition of anonymity. And he wouldn't let
us use anything connected with his second involve-
ment. .
GRAYr Doesn't that put mé and other readers
of your book at a dieadvantage in evaluating your
claims? .

BILLs Of course it may. But after all, as I
stated before, all the book is saying is that
there is a very strong possibility the Experiment
took place. The book doesn't make claims of
final conclusions,

Dr. Rinehart was a very valuable witness. He
named other people who were involved, and went
into detail about the beginning of the project,
what they were trying to accomplish, for example.
He said very definitely that all they expected was
radar camoflauge. That is, all they were trying
for was a way to make a ship or airecraft disap-

pear from a radar scope -- pot from eve sightl
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But when the experiment was tried, something went
wrong -~--- and everybody was horrified.

: What happened was the last thing they expect-
ed. His description is most interesting. He said
it was like the opposite of a neon light being
turned on. When you turn on a neon bulb you first
get a blinking effect, and if you look at it
closely, you then see a swirling effect before the
light comes on.

In this case there was first the swirling
effect, then blinks and flashes, and the ship was
gone! According to his recollection the outline
of the ship was visible where it displaced the
water, but that soon that too was gone.

Everybody pahicked, not knowing quite what
-to do. Finally, when some of them got their wits
back together, they shut everything off, and at that
point the ship came back, But that was when the
fun began -- because when they counted :mmam
not everybody came back with it

And I asked, "What does that mean? Where
are these men?" He answered that he heard some of
the crewmen jumped overboard in their panic, and
that some of them were so disoriented they could
not swim. .

: Rhinehart didn't believe their disappearance
was particularly important, except for their tragic
loss of life. .

Other people speculate that the men are still
out there, caught in a "time flow" of 1943, and .
that some day they will reappear. O0Of course I don't
quite buy this. I think it is too far-fetched, even
in the context of the fantastic Experiment.

GRAY: What about charges in the press that
Dr. Rinehart never existed?

BILL: I think that if I could throw his real
identity in their nﬁomm we could show them that he
did exist, But I can't do that. Again, I don't
think the thrust of the book is to prove anything.
The book is saying that here i3 a rumor that is 30
years old and is still persistent, in spite of all
attempis to put it down. And here are the results
of as much of the investigation as we can write
about. Now you know all about the rumors and what
Wwe can reveal about our investigations. Now you,
the Hoﬁmmﬂ. decides did it happen or didn't it?

‘What About Ppwmsnmw

, "GRAY: We've talked about'witnesses -- the
oﬂaﬁ members and the scientists and military per-
- sonnel behind the scenes. Now, what about other
observers, and I guess you know whom I'm leading
up'to. One of the most controversial persons

- ~connected, though, I must wnnwd. By own vmumo:mw
. -.fEvorite element of the thi Of ¢ourse I'm

“;mﬁonw»an oH Carles Miguel Al cnno, Carl M. Allen,
, In your book ¥ou: nnmmoma he may be
puaeu. but. 1 gather: ‘you- ‘Haven't made up

Hnm;;u%ocu mind yet on this. He claids to have been a
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